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only through His law. Only in prohibition and penalty
was He revealed, only in thunder could His voice be heard.
Now the law of Christ was in like manner a reflection of
the inind of the lawgiver; but the new Jehovah made his
character known not by his code merely, but by a life led
in the sight of men, by * going in and out' among the
people. The effect of this novelty was incalculable. It was
a moral emancipation ; it was freedom succeeding slavery.
The experience of daily life may explain this to us. It is
a slavish toil to learn any art by text-books merely, with-
out the assistance of a tutor; the written rule is of little
use, is scarcely intelligible, until we have seen it reduced
to practice by one who can practise it easily and make its
justice apparent. The ease and readiness of the master
are infectious; the pupil, as he looks on, conceives a new
hope, a new self-reliance; he seems already to touch the
goal which before appeared removed to a hopeless dis-
tance. It is a slavery when soldiers arc driven against
the enemy by the despotic command of a leader who does
not share the danger, but the service becomes free and
glorious when the general rides to the front. Such was
the revival of spirit which the Jew experienced when
he took the oath to Christ, and which ho described by
saying that he was no longer under the law but under
grace. He had gained a tutor instead of a text-book,
a leader instead of a master, and when he learned what
to do, he learned at the same time how to do it, and
received encouragement in attempting it. And the law
which Christ gave was not only illustrated, but infi-
nitely enlarged by his deeds, For every deed was itself
a precedent to be followed, and therefore to discuss
the legislation of Christ is to discuss his character: for